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and noble city, built all of stone, abounds in persons of
quality and rich merchants: those of Florence obtaining
great privileges above the rest. In the Town-house, they
show two tables of brass, on which is engraven Claudius's
speech, pronounced to the Senate, concerning the fran-
chising of the town, with the Roman privileges. There
are also other antiquities.

3oth September, 1644. We bargained with a waterman
to carry us to Avignon on the river, and got the first
night to Vienne, in Dauphin^. This is an Archbishopric,
and the province gives title to the heir-apparent of
France. Here we supped and lay, having among other
dainties, a dish of truffles, which is a certain earth-nut,
found out by a hog trained to it, and for which those
animals are sold at a great price. It is in truth an in-
comparable meat. We were shown the ruins of an
amphitheatre, pretty entire; and many handsome palaces,
especially that of Pontius Pilate, not far from the town,
at the foot of a solitary mountain, near the river, having
four pinnacles. Here it is reported he passed his exile,
and precipitated himself into the lake not far from it.
The house is modern, and seems to be the seat of some
gentleman; being in a very pleasant, though melancholy
place. The cathedral of Vienne is St. Maurice; and
there are many other pretty buildings, but nothing more
so, than the mills where they hammer and polish the
sword blades.

Hence, the next morning we swam (for the river here
is so rapid that the boat was only steered) to a small
village called Thein, where we dined. Over against this
is another town, named Tournon, where is a very strong
castle under a high precipice. To the castle joins the
Jesuits' College, who have a fair library. The prospect
was so tempting, that I could not forbear designing it
with my crayon.

We then came to Valence, a capital city carrying the
title of a Duchy; but the Bishop is now sole Lord tem-
poral of it, and the country about it. The town having
a University famous for the study of the civil law, is
much frequented; but the churches are none of the fairest,
having been greatly defaced in the time of the wars.
The streets are full of pretty fountains. The citadel is
strong and garrisoned. Here we passed the night, ande
